	Bag Technique
	Last Revision:
 
	 June 2020

	
	Last Reviewed:
	 June 2020

	
	Applies to the following THA Group of companies: 
	· Island Health Care
· Island Hospice

· RightHealth™

· Palliation Choices


	
	Included in the following THA Manuals:

	· Administrative Policy and Procedure Manual

Provision of Care, Treatment, and Services




STANDARD BAG SUPPLIES
Blood Pressure Cuff

Stethoscope

Disposable paper towels for handwashing

Disposable trash bags for use as barriers     

Liquid antibacterial soap

Antiseptic towelettes

Disposable airway for CPR

Waterless Hand Antiseptic

Gloves
TB mask

Pulse -Oximeter (if applicable)
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
PROCEDURE

1. Keep the contents of the home care bag to an absolute minimum; Carry only those items routinely needed for patient care.

a. Store necessary disposable supplies in the trunk of your car in a clean, covered, watertight container.
b. Computer may be stored in the designated pocket. All reusable equipment must be wiped with antiseptic towelette and allowed to dry before returning to the bag.
c. Store clean or sterile disposable supplies inside the bag in separate compartment  from reusable supplies. [Note: Place reusable items in a plastic bag to separate them from clean supplies when separate compartments aren’t available.]   

d. Store reusable items such as BP cuff, stethoscope, pulse oximeter, etc. and the CPR mask, TB mask and PPE in an outside pocket. 

e. Use an outside pocket to store antibacterial soap, waterless hand antiseptic, disposable barriers and towels.  You may use small outside pocket of standard IHC bag or separate biohazard bag to transport sharps container into home for episodic blood draws.
2. Keep inside and outside surfaces of the bag clean at all times:

a. Clean the inside of the bag with germicidal wipes as needed and whenever there is a possibility of contamination.

b. Wash the outside of the bag with soap and water as needed and whenever there is a possibility of contamination. 
3. Take necessary precautions to prevent contamination to the outside surface of the bag: 

a. Always place the bag on a disposable barrier upon entering the home. 

i. Establish a clean working area by selecting a hard, dry surface near the patient.

ii. If the nearest surface is wet or visibly soiled, clean it with soap and water and allow it to dry.

iii. Place a clean, disposable trash bag or similar barrier on the surface before placing your bag on it.

b. Never place the bag or other reusable equipment on the floor. 

c. Never place the bag or other reusable equipment on the patient’s bed or adjacent surfaces that could possibly be contaminated with body fluids. If there are no other surfaces available, use a disposable barrier to protect the bag.
4. Maintain aseptic technique when moving between clean and dirty work areas:

a. Designate a “dirty” working area for disposal of contaminated supplies.

b. Remove soap and towels from the outside pocket of the bag and wash your hands thoroughly using proper hand washing technique.

c. Open the clean pouch and remove all items needed for the visit. Place these items in the clean work area on a disposable barrier.

d. During patient care, use paper towels or trash bags as protective barriers for supplies and equipment when appropriate.  

e. Properly dispose of all items utilized in patient care. (See Bloodborne Pathogen Precautions)
f. Clean all reusable equipment with antiseptic towelettes and allow to dry and place back in the designated outside pocket.
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