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Ethics, Rights & Responsibilities


POLICY

All adult patients are provided with state-specific Advance Directive information upon admission and ongoing, if requested. THA Group staff makes every effort to act in accordance with patient desires as declared in his/her Advance Directive.
PROCEDURE
1. THA Group provides and reviews a written Client Information and Admission Booklet at admission that describes how to write and implement advance directives.
2. Advance Directives are discussed with all eligible patients/caregivers to determine whether the patient has an Advance Directive at the time of admission. The existence of an Advance Directive does not determine the patient’s right to access care, treatment, or services.
3. If the patient already has properly executed an Advance Directive for medical care:
a. The document is respected by THA Group to the extent provided by law. 

b. The admission clinician requests copies of the executed document and/or the DNR order. The document becomes part of the plan of care.      

1. One copy is placed in the patient’s medical record.
2. The original DNR order (according to state specific guidelines) remains in the patient’s home for reference by THA Group staff or other health care providers as needed. THA Group staff strongly recommends that the patient/family prominently display the DNR in the home or if not, then have it readily available to emergency personnel entering the residence.
3. If the patient/caregiver/family is unable to produce a DNR order or Advance Directive, THA Group is required to resuscitate.
4. The type of Advance Directive is entered into the electronic health record.
5. DNR status is reviewed at recertification and when there is a change in the patient’s condition.
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