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Provision of Care, Treatment & Service


POLICY

1. Clinical staff are authorized to perform the following waived tests in the home environment under orders of a licensed physician:

a. Blood glucose measurement  

b. PT/INR measurement

c. HbA1C

d. Only qualified and trained clinical staff are assigned to perform waived tests. Orientation and training is provided for clinicians performing waived tests.

e. Competence with waived tests is evaluated during initial orientation and annually thereafter through demonstration and written testing.
f. Documentation of competency evaluations is filed in employee personnel folders.   

2. Waived test results are used primarily for purposes of patient assessment and screening only. Abnormal results are reported to the physician so that appropriate changes can be made to the plan of care.

3. Company-owned equipment used to perform waived tests is routinely evaluated to ensure proper performance.

4. All quality control logs are maintained in the community office by the State Directorfor a minimum of 2 years.

5. Venipuncture is performed when the test result is outside the range of the testing device. 

GLUCOMETERS 

1. Every Island Health Care nurse is issued a glucometer to use for blood glucose testing for patients in the   home if blood glucose testing is ordered by the patient’s physician.  Clinicians may elect to use the patient’s personal glucometer for blood glucose testing. 
2.  A Glucometer Log is maintained for each glucometer assigned to a clinician.  Each log contains the following information: 

a. Clinician’s Name

b. Glucometer Serial Number

c. Lot Number, Expiration Date Open Date & Discard  Date of Control Solution

d. Lot Number, Expiration Date, & Low and High Control Range on Test Strip Vial, Open Date and Discard Date.
e. Date & Results of Control testing
f. Action Taken [if results of test fall outside acceptable parameters]

g. Result of Patient’s Blood Glucose Measurement, and any necessary actions taken.
h. Date the document is received by the Branch Office for their records.

3. Control Solution checks are performed per manufacturer’s recommendations as well as:  

a. With initial use of the meter
b. When a new bottle of testing strips is opened

c. If tests strips are left opened

d. The meter was dropped

e. Readings are suspect

f. For practice 

4. Clinicians are required to report all malfunctioning meters to the State Director.
5. Test results are documented in the patient record and reported to the physician per physician orders.

6. Critical glucose value is defined as less than 40 mg/dl and greater than 400 mg/dl. Normal range is 70-110 mg/dl.
PT/INR

1. Clinicians have access to a PT/INR meter for use in the field.

2. The proper procedure is followed to ensure accurate sampling of the patient’s blood. 

3. PT/INR units self calibrate and run controls at each use and are returned to the manufacturer if a unit malfunctions.

4. Critical pro-time value is defined as greater than 30 seconds. Normal range is 11-12.5 seconds. Critical INR value is greater than 3. Full anticoagulant therapy is 1.5-2.5.
5. PT/INR results are recorded in the electronic medical record. The physical therapist or PTA notifies the DPCC or RN designee of the PT/INR results.  The DPCC or RN designee reports the results to the patient’s physician and notifies the patient of any medication changes.
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