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Provision of Care, Treatment, & Service


POLICY 

It is our policy to assess all patients who meet pre-established criteria for potential suicide risk, and to implement preventive activities as appropriate.  Assessment is performed at the time of admission, and re-assessment occurs on an ongoing basis.  

PURPOSE 
To define the patient criteria for having a Suicide Risk Assessment performed.
Criteria to Assess Suicide Risks

1. History of Suicide Attempts

2. Seriousness of Previous Suicide Attempts

3. Acute Suicidal Ideation

4. Severe Hopelessness

5. Attraction to Death

6. Substance abuse 

7. Loss and Separation                                                                                                                         
You can find the Columbia Suicide Severity Rating Scale and Safe-T suicide risk assessment tools by following this link: https://www.integration.samhsa.gov/clinical-practice/screening-tools#suicide 
What Should You Do if You Suspect that Client is Suicidal?
Here are some possible courses of action to take:
1. Notify the referring physician and DPCC and don’t leave the client’s home until they have received assistance.

2. Contact our MSW so that they can evaluate the client either via phone or in person.

3. Call 911 if you consider your client to be at serious risk and he or she is unwilling or unable to go with family for emergency psychiatric evaluation.

4. With the client’s permission and in the client’s presence, talk with a supportive family member or friend either in person or by telephone to ascertain their understanding of the situation and their availability to the client.
5. Inform the client about the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline Tel# 1 800 273 8255

6.  If you assess the patient is not at imminent risk for suicide but is in need for further evaluation,      facilitate an appointment with the current or a new therapist.
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