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Environmental Safety & Equipment Management


EQUIPMENT MANAGEMENT
1. All equipment used in the provision of care is cleaned using germicidal wipes as appropriate. 

2. Disinfection of reusable medical equipment:
a. Consider all equipment used in the home as contaminated.

b. When equipment is discontinued:

1. Bag equipment and tie securely

2. Transport equipment in area of vehicle designated for contaminated equipment. 

3. Transport to nearest branch office for cleaning

c. In the office:

1. Take contaminated equipment to designated area for cleaning

2. Don gloves and remove contaminated equipment from bag

3. If item is heavily soiled, spray first with disinfectant spray to remove debris. Then thoroughly disinfect all surfaces with germicidal wipes. Allow to air dry before placing in clean plastic storage bin.

4. Label storage bin with inventory control label and complete inventory checklist. Place lid securely on storage bin store in designated clean area for next use.
3. Home Medical Equipment Safety Issues:

a. During the initial home visit, assess the patient/caregiver’s level of knowledge regarding the use of any medical equipment used in the home.

b. Through interview and observation, evaluate the patient/caregiver’s level of understanding in the use of medical equipment and provide additional training as indicated.

c. If equipment safety hazards or potential safety hazards are identified in the home, notify the DME Company and report them.  
d. Document the name of DME supplier and how they can be contacted in the patient’s medical record. 

e. Document any potential or real safety hazards (refer to Patient Start of Care booklet for specific information on eliminating hazards, safe use of medical equipment, oxygen safety, etc.)
f. Document patient/caregiver education in the clinical record including:

1. What was taught (reference teaching materials when applicable)

2. Suggestions made to reduce environmental hazards

3. Level of understanding

4. Patient and family/caregiver response to teaching

SINGLE USE SUPPLIES
1. All medical supplies are stored at the agency in a clean, dry place. Periodic inventory checks are performed to rotate supplies and check expiration dates.

2. Once supplies are taken into the home, they may not be removed for use with other patients. This includes supplies in unopened packages as well as those no longer needed for patient care.        

3. To maintain package integrity and prevent possible contamination:

a. Store supplies in a clean, dry place in the home.

b. Avoid exposure to excessive heat and/or moisture.  

c. Check packages carefully before use. Do not use if any of the following are observed:  

1. Packages with broken seals.      

2. Visible staining or soiling of the package, suggesting possible contamination of the contents.    

3. “Expired” expiration dates. 

DISPOSABLE SOLUTIONS  

1. Whenever possible, single-use containers of sterile saline or water should be used when performing procedures.  

2. If multi-use containers are opened, discard any unused solution after 72 hours. 

3. Label multi-use containers with the following:

a. Date and time the container was opened.

b. Date solution is to be discarded.

c. Initials.

4. Store multi-use containers as follows:

a. Close the container securely after each use.

b. Store in a clean, dry place out of the reach of children.

c. Do not place the container in direct sunlight.

d. Place solutions requiring refrigeration in a plastic bag or similar barrier before storing in the refrigerator.
Refer to the Infection Control section of Clinical Policy & Procedure Manual for additional information on ensuring infection control safety with the use of supplies and equipment.
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