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POLICY
Lab specimens are handled in a manner that provides for safety of the staff member from contaminants of blood or body fluids. 

PROCEDURE
1. Gloves are worn when handling any type of lab specimen.
2. All procedures involving blood or other body fluids are performed in such a manner as to minimize splashing, spraying, splattering, and generation of droplets of these substances.
3. Blood tubes and specimen containers are labeled in the patient’s presence.
4. Specimens are placed only in approved specimen containers (i.e. lab tubes, urine cups, culture swabs). 
5. Specimen containers utilized for transport are labeled with a biohazard label.
6. Specimens of blood or other potentially infectious materials are placed in a container that prevents leakage during collection, handling, processing, storage, transport or shipping.
7. Hands are washed as soon as possible after obtaining and handling specimens.
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